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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 122 


[Abstract:] Brittle gold — allotment of S.S. dollars for December... 1187 
(Personal) 


Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

December 7, 1880 


Dear Mr. Snowden 


Your letter of the Ist inst. informing me of the difficulty experienced in coining gold on 
account of brittle metal is received. I reduced your allotment of silver for the month to $800,000 
and if necessary can lower it $200,000 more, I have asked that $10,000 be advanced from the 
appropriation for the coinage of the Standard dollars. 


Your requisition was for considerably more but it is the rule of the department to advance 
only what will be required for the month and with the $30,000 for wages of workmen from the 
other appropriation, the $10,000 I presume will be ample, if not of course more will be advanced. 
But the allotment had not been made when your requesting was sent. 


I approved of the appointments you made, when there can be a permanent appointment as 
adjuster I may advantageous by suggest a name, but not for a temporary place, I expect to be at 
the Mint some time next week. 


Truly yours, 
Horatio C. Burchard 


